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 QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 For Period Ending June 30, 2008 
 
Cooperative Agreement Number  H8R07010001 
Task Agreement Number  J8R070050004 




• Bound copies of the proceedings of the natural resources management workshop held on September 13, 
2007 have been provided to the Interagency Science and Research Team, the document was also 
distributed to workshop participants in early April and posted to GroveSite. 
• A graphic summary sheet explaining the components of the SNAP Science and Research Strategy has 
been approved by the Interagency Science and Research Team and is now under review by the SNAP 
visual arts office.  
• The major focus this quarter has been on drafting the SNAP Science and Research Strategy. The draft 
preface and seven draft chapters were delivered to the Interagency Science and Research Team on June 
22, 2008 for review and discussion. A special meeting was held on June 25-26, 2008 focusing on these 
chapters. 
 
Summary of Attachments 
 
• Team meeting agenda and notes.   





Interagency Science and Research Team Facilitation 
 
Two regular team meetings were held during this quarter on April 14 and May 15, 2008. On June 25 and 26, 
2008, a special two-day meeting was held to work toward completion of the SNAP Science and Research Strategy 
document. Prior to each of the meetings, a draft agenda was prepared for review by the team lead. The final 
agenda was then distributed to team members. Following each meeting, minutes were summarized, distributed to 
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Science Steering Committee 
 
At the May 15 Interagency Science and Research Team meeting (see attached minutes), Craig Palmer (Project 
Manager) presented a review of role for science advisory committees. The S&R Team agreed to give this sub-
group the formal name “SNAP Science Panel.” The duties of the future SNAP Science Panel are documented in 
the draft Chapter 2 of the SNAP Science and Research Strategy. Dr. Palmer will assemble a separate review panel 




Dr. Palmer attended a science meeting entitled “The Climate and Deserts Workshop: Adaptive Management of 
Desert Ecosystems in a Changing Climate” held in Laughlin, Nevada from April 9-11, 2008.  This workshop 
offered an opportunity to identify emerging science needs in Mojave Desert ecosystems and to identify potential 
research partners to address SNAP science priorities. 
  
SNAP Science and Research Strategy 
 
Proceedings of the natural resources management workshop (September 13, 2007) were distributed electronically 
this quarter (April 7, 2007) to workshop participants. Printed and bound copies were provided to members of the 
Interagency Science and Research Team, and additional copies are available at the Public Lands Institute. The 
document has also been posted to GroveSite (www.grovesite.com). This workshop resulted in finalization of the 
SNAP Science and Research Strategy’s natural resource goal (Goal 1), the four natural resources sub-goals -- 
Fire, Invasive Species, Watersheds and Landscapes, and Biodiversity -- and their associated science questions and 
contributing questions. The full text of this goal is documented in draft Chapter 4 of the SNAP Science and 
Research Strategy. 
 
At the request of the SNAP Board, a one-page graphical representation (see attached) of the overall SNAP 
Science and Research Strategy was prepared over the course of the last two quarters. The design and content of 
the summary sheet has been approved by the S&R Team, and it was submitted to the SNAP visual arts office for 
final review (May 19, 2008). Upon approval, this summary sheet will be used in a variety of future outreach 
efforts. Discussions centered around the development of this document also provided a framework for finalization 
of the SNAP Science and Research Strategy’s operational approach goal (Goal 3). The full text of this goal is 
documented in draft Chapter 4 of the SNAP Science and Research Strategy. 
 
A major focus this quarter has been on preparing chapters of the SNAP Science and Research Strategy document. 
The draft chapters listed below were provided to Mr. Turner (ATR) and the other members of the S&R Team on 
June 22, 2008 and made available on GroveSite (www.grovesite.com) as a 97-page document.  
 
Draft Preface 
Chapter 1 - Introduction 
Chapter 2 - Organization and Responsibilities 
Chapter 4 - SNAP Science Needs and Priorities  
Chapter 5 - Solicitation, Review and Selection of Science Proposals  
Chapter 6 - Current Research Activities Support SNAP Science needs  
Chapter 7 - Outreach Strategy  
Chapter 10 - Funding and Timelines 
 
A two-day meeting (May 25-26, 2008; see attached minutes) was held specifically to review these chapters and 
discuss a timeline for completing the entire document. Although all members will participate in the review of the 
SNAP Science and Research Strategy document, individual S&R Team members have selected specific chapters 
on which to focus effort, (see attached minutes for specific assignments) and will work with Drs. Miller and 
Palmer accordingly.  
 
 
Cooperative Agreement Modification 
 
A modification (Mod 5) to the current cooperative agreement was completed and signed.  This modification 
includes a no-cost extension with a new end date of April 1, 2009. The new due date for the completed SNAP 






____  July 1, 2008     
Margaret N. Rees,    Date 
Principal Investigator     
 
 





























Science & Research Team Meeting 
Interagency Building, 4701 N. Torrey Pines Drive 
Date:  Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
Time:   9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
Attendees: S&R Team members 
    
9:00 – 9:10 Topic: Review of draft agenda 
Presenter: Kent Turner 
Desired Outcome: Team will review and revise (as needed) this draft agenda 
9:10 – 9:20 Topic: S&R Strategy Summary Sheet 
Presenter:  Jennell Miller   
Desired Outcome:  Team will review S&R Strategy summary sheet for use by the S&R team 
and the SNAP Board. 
9:20 – 11:00 Topic: S&R Team Presentation to BLM PLMA staff (Apr. 18)  
Presenter:  Kent Turner and Jennell Miller   
Desired Outcome:  Team will review S&R Strategy PowerPoint for use on Apr. 18 conference 
call with BLM PLMA staff interested in Round 9 proposal of the S&R team 
11:00 – 11:45 Topic: Goal 3 of Science Strategy 
Presenter: Jennell Miller 
Desired Outcome: Team will review Goal 3 subgoals and discuss tasks for these subgoals  
11:45 – 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 – 1:30 Topic: Land Use Sub-goal Science Questions 
Presenter:  Craig Palmer, Carrie Ronning, and Jennell Miller  
Desired Outcome:  Team will review and edit proposed land use science questions developed 
at the March 24 meeting of the ad hoc Land Use team.  
1:30 – 1:45 Topic: Update on Science Strategy Development 
Presenter: Jennell Miller and Craig Palmer 
Desired Outcome:  Team will review overall progress of the science strategy including 
recently completed Peer Review chapter. 
1:45 – 2:00 Topic:  Wrap-up 
Presenters:  Kent Turner   
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 AGENDA  
Science & Research Team Meeting 
Interagency Building, 4701 N. Torrey Pines Drive 
Date:  Thursday, May 15, 2008 
Time:   9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
Attendees: S&R Team members, Don Harper & Sarah Peterson 
    
9:00 – 9:10 Topic: S&R Strategy Summary Sheet 
Presenter:  Jennell Miller   
Desired Outcome:  Team will review recent updates to the S&R Strategy summary sheet for 
use by the S&R team and the SNAP Board. 
9:10 – 10:00 Topic: Discussion of Round 9 Proposal 
Presenter:  Kent Turner  
Desired Outcome:  Federal members of team will review discussions with BLM PLMA staff 
interested in Round 9 proposal of the S&R team.   
10:00 – 10:30 Topic: Science Advisory Board  
Presenter: Craig Palmer 
Desired Outcome: Craig will provide a review of the use of science advisory boards in 
regional science strategies.  The role of a similar group to assist with the SNAP Science 
Strategy will be discussed.  
10:30 – 11:45 Topic: Land Use Sub-goal Science Questions 
Presenter:  S&R Team Members  
Desired Outcome:  Team will review proposed Land Use science questions as edited during 
the past month by team members. 
11:45 – 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 – 1:30 Topic: Vegetation Mapping for Clark County 
Presenter:  Don Harper (GIS Team Leader) and Sarah Peterson  
Desired Outcome:  Team will be updated on several proposed or ongoing vegetation 
mapping initiatives in Clark County.  The GIS team will gain an understanding of the S&R 
Team’s priority needs for vegetation mapping in the County.  
1:30 – 1:45 Topic: Update on Science Strategy Development 
Presenter: Jennell Miller and Craig Palmer 
Desired Outcome:  Team will review an updated outline of the science strategy.  
1:45 – 2:00 Topic:  Wrap-up 
Presenters:  Kent Turner   









Science & Research Team Meeting 
USGS, Las Vegas Field Station 
160 N Stephanie, Henderson, NV 89074 
 
Dates:  Wednesday, June 25 and Thursday, June 26, 2008 
Time:   9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Wed.), 8 a.m. – 12:30 p.m (Thurs.)  
Attendees: S&R Team members 
 
 
Wednesday, June 25 
 9:00 – 
9:30 
Topic: Overview of Science Strategy Development 
Presenter: Jennell Miller and Craig Palmer 
Desired Outcome:  Team will review status of each of the chapters. Timeline will be 
developed for completion of next drafts of chapters and associated team reviews.  
9:30 – 10:30 Topic: Process for annual prioritization of research needs 
Presenter:  Craig Palmer 
Desired Outcome:  Team will develop a process that can be used in the future to prioritize 
research needs on an annual basis.  
10:30 – 10:45 Break 
10:45 – 11:45 Topic: Prioritization of research needs for FY09 
Presenter: Kent Turner 
Desired Outcome: Team will pilot the newly developed prioritization process by selecting 
priority research needs for SNPLMA Round 10 from Goal 1 (Natural Resources) science 
questions.  
11:45 – 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 – 1:30 Topic: Land Use Research Priorities 
Presenter:  Craig Palmer 
Desired Outcome:  Team will finalize land use research questions 
1:30 – 2:45 Topic: Cultural Team Research Priorities 
Presenter: Craig Palmer 
Desired Outcome:  Team will review and finalize research questions from the Cultural 
Resources Team. 
2:45 – 3:00 Break 
3:00 – 3:15 Topic: Education Research Priorities 
Presenter: Craig Palmer 
Desired Outcome:  Team discusses a process for identifying an Education sub-goal and 
associated science questions.   
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3:15 – 4:30 Topic: Recreation Team Research Priorities 
Presenter: Craig Palmer 




Thursday, June 26 
8:00 – 8:30 Topic: Prioritization of research needs for FY09 
Presenter: Kent Turner 
Desired Outcome: Team will pilot the newly developed prioritization process by selecting 
priority research needs for SNPLMA Round 10 from Goal 2 (Human Interaction)  science 
questions.   
8:30 – 9:45 Topic: Chapter 2 Organization and Responsibilities 
Presenter:  Jennell Miller 
Desired Outcome:  Team will review proposed organizational charts for Chapter 2 along with 
associated responsibilities.  
9:45 – 10:00 Topic:  Planning for next meeting 
Presenters:  Kent Turner   
Desired Outcome:  Confirm next meeting date.  Review assignments.   
10:00 – 10:55 Break (Craig & Jennell will be excused from remainder of meeting) 
10:15 – 12:30 Topic: Finalization of Round 9 Proposal 
Presenter: Kent Turner 
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April 16, 2008 
9:00am to 2:00 pm 
Interagency Building 
Forest Service Conference Room  
4701 N. Torrey Pines Drive 
Las Vegas Nevada 89130  
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    June 25 and 26  ⎢ 9am to 4pm  ⎢Water Safety Building (to be confirmed by Kent) 
 
 
























May 15, 2008 
9:00am to 2:00 pm 
Interagency Building 
Forest Service Conference Room  
4701 N. Torrey Pines Drive 
Las Vegas Nevada 89130  
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Interagency Science and Research Team Meeting  























          will also begin preparation of their presentation to the SNAP  
          Board. Kent will arrange use of the USGS conference room with  
          Dan Bright. 
 
Aug. 18, 2008  ⎢ T.B.D.  ⎢    S&R Team Meeting to finalize presentation to SNAP Board. 
          Location T.B.D. (Possibly Webinar) 
 
Aug. 22, 2008  ⎢ T.B.D.  ⎢    SNAP Board Meeting. USFS Annex Conference Room. 
 
 








May 25-26, 2008 
USGS Las Vegas Field Office 
Conference Room  
150 N. Stephanie Street 
Henderson Nevada 89074  
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